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How to Expunge Your Criminal and/or Juvenile
Record

What is an Expungement?

An expungement is the removal and isolation of all records on file within any court,
detention or correctional facility, law enforcement, criminal justice agency or juvenile justice
agency concerning a person's apprehension, arrest, detention, trial or disposition of an
offense within the criminal or juvenile justice system. Unless otherwise provided by law, if
an order for expungement is granted, the adult arrest, the record of law enforcement taking
you into custody as a juvenile, conviction, adjudication of delinquency; disposition and any
related proceedings are considered not to have occurred. See the section on Comparison of
Adult and Juvenile Terms for a glossary of terms that are specific to juvenile court.

The New Jersey expungement law states in detail who is eligible for an expungement. You
should review the current applicable provisions of N.J.S.4. 2(C:52-1 through

N.J.S.A. 2C:52-32 to determine if you are eligible. An eligible person must prepare and file a
Petition for Expungement. The Petition for Expungement must be filed in the Superior Court
in the county where the arrest or prosecution took place. A judge then decides whether the
person should be granted an Expungement Order.

In general, these materials provide basic information about how to file a Petition for
Expungement. These materials do not provide specific advice about a particular legal
problem that you may have, and they are not a substitute for seeing a lawyer. If you
encounter a problem, or are in doubt as to whether you need a lawyer, talk to one.

NOTE: These materials have been prepared by the New Jersey Administrative Office of the
Courts for use by self-represented litigants. The guide, instructions, and forms will be
periodically updated as necessary to reflect current New Jersey statutes and court rules. The
most recent version of the forms will be available at the county courthouse or on the
Judiciary's Internet site (njcourts.com/prose/index.htm). However, you are ultimately
responsible for the content of your court papers.

Acknowledgment: The New Jersey Judiciary would like to acknowledge Legal Services of New Jersey for
allowing us to modify their expungement guide. The work that you see in this Pro Se Expungement Package is

largely a product of their efforts.

Kit Revised: 11/2014, CN 10557 (How to Expunge Your Criminal and/or Juvenile Record) page 1 of 34



Things to Think About Before You Represent Yourself in Court

Try to Get a Lawyer

The court system can be confusing, and it is
a good idea to get a lawyer if you can. 1E
you cannot afford a lawyer, you may wish to
contact the legal services program in your
county to see if you qualify for free legal
services. Their telephone number can be
found in your local yellow pages under
Legal Aid or Legal Services.

If you do not qualify for free legal services
and need help in locating an attorney, you
can contact the bar association in your
county. Their telephone number can also be
found in your local yellow pages. Most
county bar associations have a lawyer
referral service. The county bar lawyer
referral service can supply you with the
names of attorneys in your area who usually
are willing to handle your particular type of
case. Such attorneys are sometimes willing
to consult with people in your situation at a
reduced fee.

There are also a variety of organizations of
minority lawyers throughout New Jersey, as
well as organizations of lawyers who handle
specialized types of cases. Ask your county
court staff for a list of lawyer referral
services that include these organizations.

Keep Copies of All Papers

Make and keep for yourself copies of all
completed forms and any canceled checks,
money orders, sales receipts, bills, contract
estimates, letters, leases, photographs and
other important documents that relate to your
case.
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What You Should Expect If You
Represent Yourself

While you have the right to represent
yourself in court, you should not expect any
special treatment, help, or attention from the
court. You must still comply with the rules
of the court, even if you are not familiar with
them. The following is a list of some things
the court staff can and cannot do for you.
Please read it carefully before asking the
court staff for help.

e We can explain and answer questions
about how the court works.

e IWe can tell you what the requirements
are to have your case considered by the
court.

e e can give you some information from
your case file.

o We can provide you with samples of
court forms that are available.

e We can provide you with guidance on
how to fill out forms.

o e can usually answer questions about
court deadlines.

e We cannot give you legal advice. Only
your lawyer can give you legal advice.

e We cannot tell you whether or not you
should bring your case to court.

e We cannot give you an opinion about
what will happen if you bring your case
to court.

o We cannot recommend a lawyer, but we
can provide you with the telephone
number of a local lawyer referral
service.

o We cannot talk to the judge for you
about what will happen in your case.

e We cannot let you talk to the judge
outside of court.

e We cannot change an order issued by a
judge.
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Comparison of Adult and Juvenile Terms

The table below compares commonly understood criminal terms to terms specific to juvenile
delinquency matters. Juvenile delinquency matters should not be considered the same as adult
criminal actions. The process for expunging juvenile records, however, is the same as that for
expunging adult criminal matters. In fact, if you have both adult and juvenile records that you
wish to expunge, you should include all matters in your expungement petition.

Criminal Term Juvenile Term

Arrest Taking juvenile into custody

Conviction Adjudication of delinquency

Sentence Disposition

Indictment No equivalent - A juvenile is charged with an offense
without an indictment process

Jail, prison or incarceration Secure facility, youth house or detention center or
juvenile justice institution (specific names may vary)

Pretrial intervention program Diversion - Juvenile Conference Committee or Intake
Services Conference o

Glossary of Terms

Deferred Disposition: | Ina deferred disposition, the court adjudicates the juvenile "
delinquent and sets forth conditions for the juvenile to meet. If the
juvenile meets the terms of those conditions, then the disposition
will be dismissed pursuant to the court's order.

Diversion: A diversion is the process of removing minor juvenile cases from
the full judicial process on the condition that the accused
participates successfully in a rehabilitative process, suchas a
juvenile conference committee or a juvenile intake conference. If
conditions entered into by these diversions are met, then it results in
a dismissal of the case, and no appearance before a judge is
required.

Indictable Offense: A criminal offense that includes first, second, third and fourth
degree crimes. An indictable offense does not include disorderly
persons, petty disorderly persons or municipal ordinance violations.
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